
Acolyte Guild 
 

“Let all things be done decently and in order.”  
(1 Corinthians 14:40) 

 
 
About Acolytes  

 
The title Acolyte comes from the Greek word “akolouthos” meaning one who attends or serves. 
 
 
HISTORY 

 
In the west, acolytes have been a fixture in the church since at least the year 200 and likely 

well before that date.  Acolytes were one of several minor orders that included exorcists, porters, 
lectors, and cantors.  For much of the church’s history, the office of acolyte was one of the first 
steps in the process of discernment and the preparation of boys to receive holy orders as ministers 
of the gospel.  Here they could be immersed in the teaching and worship of Christ’s church 
through the liturgy and instructed by the priest, as the boy Samuel had been in the temple with Eli.   
 
Because of the relationship between the office of acolyte and preparation for holy orders, acolytes 
in the west were ordained to the office by the bishop.  As with other offices, including those of 
deacon, priest, and bishop, hands were laid upon the acolyte and he was presented with objects 
associated with his office such as an unlit candle as well as a cruet and/or the linen bag/cloth in 
which the bread for the Holy Communion was brought to the altar. 
 
After the Reformation, acolytes were retained in Anglicanism and while they continued to be 
viewed as a means for discernment and preparation for holy orders that association has diminished 
over time.  Likewise, as the office of acolyte is nowhere established in Holy Scripture unlike that of 
Bishop, Priest, and Deacon, the ordination of acolytes was abolished, although many parishes still 
initiate acolytes with a rite of institution.  Within Anglicanism the customary vestments for acolytes 
are a cassock and surplice, although some parishes use a white alb and cincture.  Acolytes are 
typically referred to within Anglicanism by their rank, which is associated with their function.  
These ranks include Master Acolyte, Crucifer, Thurifer, Senior Acolyte (Torch Bearer, Altar 
Server), Junior Acolyte, and Novice.  

 
 
 LITURGY: 

 The Drama of Redemptive History (Our Family Story) 
 

 God of Order 
 

“Of such Ceremonies as be used in the Church…it is thought good to reserve them 
still, for a decent order in the Church, for the which they were first devised, and 
because they pertain to edification, whereunto all things done in the Church as the 
Apostle teacheth ought to be referred. (1 Corinthians 14:26) 



And although the keeping or omitting of a Ceremony, in itself considered, is but a 
small thing; yet the willful and contemptuous transgression and breaking of a common 
order and discipline is no small offence before God, Let all things be done among you, 
saith Saint Paul, in a seemly and due order: the appointment of which order pertaineth 
not to private men; therefore no man ought to take in hand, nor presume to appoint 
or alter any public or common Order in Christ's Church, except he be lawfully called 
and authorized thereunto.” 
Book of Common Prayer 1662: Of Ceremonies 
 
Scripture  
 

1 Corinthians 14:26 (KJV): Let all things be done unto edifying.  
 
1 Corinthians 14:40 (KJV): Let all things be done decently and in order. 
 
Galatians 5:22-24 (ESV): But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there 
is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 
 
1 Peter 4:7,10,11 (ESV): The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-
controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.…As each has received a 
gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace…whoever 
serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in 
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

 
 

Vocabulary  

 
Divine Service: On Sundays when we gather as the family of God we come primarily to receive or 
to be served by God through His Word and Sacrament.  The only thing we bring into church that is 
truly ours on Sunday is our sin.  God’s word of law makes that clear to us in the service.  Therefore, 
instead of us giving anything of worth to God, Christ meets us in the word of the gospel and the 
visible word of the Sacraments to grant us the forgiveness of our sins and by this grace strengthen 
and sustain our faith in Him.  Because of this divine service to us, we offer our praise and 
thanksgiving to God in response. 
 
Liturgy: The ordered structure of the divine service derived from a Greek work that means “public 
service”.  The liturgy is divided into two parts: the Liturgy of the Word and the Holy Communion 
or Eucharist.  The liturgy immerses us in our family story, the narrative of our redemption from sin 
by the grace of God in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Our liturgy also confess what we 
believe the bible teaches.   
 
Crucifer: The individual who carries the processional cross. 
 
 
 



Alb: White robe worn by priests, deacons, and lay servers.  From the Latin “albus”  
meaning white.  The alb serves two functions.  It hides the individual so that the attention of both 
themselves and the congregation is rightly focused during the divine service.  It also reminds the 
individual and the congregation that having been baptized into Christ we have been clothed in His 
imputed righteousness (Galatians 3:27) and are numbered with the saints in heaven whose white 
robes have been washed in the blood of the lamb. (Revelation 7:9-14) 
 
Cincture: A white rope used to secure the alb at the waist.  
 
Candle-Lighter: A long pole with a taper and snuffer for lighting and extinguishing  
candles. 
 
Chalice: A cup used to serve the sacrament during Holy Communion, typically made of precious 
metal or pottery.  
 
Credence or Credence Table: A shelf or table, usually on the right side of the altar, on which the 
articles needed to celebrate Holy Communion are kept. 
 
Cruet: A container used to the hold the wine or water used for Holy Communion, typically made 
of crystal or precious metal. 
 
Paschal Candle: A large white candle used during Easter and in some parishes at baptisms and 
funerals.  It is placed in the chancel during the Easter Vigil.  The candle is decorated with symbols 
of the resurrection, the Greek letters alpha and omega representing Christ’s unchanging nature and 
eternal dominion, and five grains of incense sometimes encased in five red wax nails representing 
the five wounds of Jesus.  The candle represent the risen Christ whose light has triumphed over the 
darkness, bringing eternal life to dead sinners. 
 
Paten: A plate used to serve the sacrament during Holy Communion, typically made of precious 
metal or pottery. 
 
 

Qualifications 

 
1) Candidates for acolyte should be at least ten years of age. 

 
2) Acolytes should be repentant Christians with a clear confession, both of their sin and their belief in 

the gospel our Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin and the life eternal. 
 

3) Acolytes should demonstrate godly character both in their public and private lives, observing the 
duties given to us in Holy Scripture, particularly in the Ten Commandments.  Accordingly, it is the 
duty of all Christians: 

a. To worship God, the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, every Lord’s Day in a 
Church unless reasonably prevented; 

b. To pursue instruction in the Holy Scripture and the Doctrine of the Church as found in: 
i. The Apostles, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds; 

ii. The Anglican Formularies: The Book of Common Prayer 1662 (Together with the 
Ordinal attached to the same.) and the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion 1571; 



iii. The Church Fathers and the teaching of the first four Councils as well as the 
Christological clarifications of the fifth, sixth and seventh Councils, in so far as 
they are agreeable to the Holy Scriptures; 

iv. The Catechism of the Anglican Church of North America; 
c. To engage regularly in the reading and study of Holy Scripture and the Doctrine of the 

Church; 
d. To pray regularly for their needs and those of others, for the Church and its mission, and 

for the concerns of the world; 
e. To lead a godly and sober life, not giving scandal to the Church, but rather giving glory to 

God and charity to the neighbor, particularly in the context of their family vocation;  
f. To practice daily repentance and daily confess again their trust in the sufficiency of Christ 

to forgive all sin; 
g. To humbly confess their sins in the divine service or other services and with hearty 

repentance and truth faith receive Christ’s absolution; 
h. To confess their sins to a minister of Christ’s gospel when they are unable to quiet a 

troubled conscience; that they may receive godly counsel, direction, and absolution; 
i. To seek baptism and confirmation in a timely fashion, if they have not already done so; 
j. To practice forgiveness daily according to our Lord’s teaching; 
k. To receive worthily the Sacrament of Holy Communion as often as reasonable; 
l. To observe the feasts and fasts of the Church set forth in the Anglican formularies; 
m. To affirm and follow the biblical standards of sexual morality and ethics; 
n. To devote themselves to the ministry of Christ among those who do not know Him, 

utilizing the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives them, for the effective extension of Christ’s 
Kingdom. 

 

 

Duties 

 
Duties for Morning Prayer 

 
1) Arrive by 9:55. 

 
2) Let the Sacristan know you have arrived. 
 
3) Come to the sacristy at 10:05. 
 
4) Light the Candles: During the Prelude light the candles on the altar and reredos. 

a. Once the taper is lit walk slowly from the sacristy to the center of the church in front 
of the chancel. 

b. Ascend the chancel steps and bow. 
c. Light the candles on the altar beginning with the right side and moving to the left. 
d. Move around the left side of the altar and light the candles on the reredos, beginning 

with ride side and moving to the left. 
e. Extinguish the taper. 
f. Move around the left side of the altar to the center of the chancel facing the reredos 

and bow. 
g. Return the candle-lighter to the sacristy and sit with your family. 

 



5) The Gospel Reading: Hold the gospel book or missal during the gospel reading. 
a. When the priest rises during the gospel hymn to retrieve the missal, you should also 

rise, go to the middle aisle and stop at the fourth pew back from the front. 
b. Stand in the center of the aisle, face the front of the church, and wait for the priest to 

place the missal in your hands. 
c. When the reading is complete return and sit with your family. 

 
6) Extinguish the Candles: Extinguish the candles on the altar and reredos immediately after the 

Dismissal. 
a. Go to the sacristy, retrieve the snuffer, and walk from the sacristy to the center of the 

church in front of the chancel. 
b. Ascend the chancel steps and bow. 
c. Extinguish the candles on the altar beginning with the left side and moving to the 

right. 
d. Move around the right side of the altar and extinguish the candles on the reredos, 

beginning with left side and moving to the right. 
e. Move around the right side of the altar to the center of the chancel facing the reredos 

and bow. 
f. Return the candle-lighter to the sacristy. 

 
 

Duties for Holy Communion 
 

1) Arrive by 9:45.  Note this time may change on feast days. 
 

2) Let the Sacristan know you have arrived and get vested. 
 
3) Come to the narthex at 10:05 using the right side aisle with the candle-lighter from the sacristy. 
 
4) The Procession: During the Procession light the candles on the altar and reredos. 

a. Follow behind the crucifer about four paces with your lit taper as the procession moves 
down the middle aisle. 

b. Wait for the crucifer to ascend the chancel steps, bow, and move to the side before 
ascending the chancel steps. 

c. Ascend the chancel steps and bow. 
d. Light the candles on the altar beginning with the right side and moving to the left. 
e. Move around the left side of the altar and light the candles on the reredos, beginning 

with ride side and moving to the left. 
f. Extinguish the taper. 
g. Move around the left side of the altar to the center of the chancel facing the reredos 

and bow. 
h. Return the candle-lighter to the sacristy and sit on the end of the first pew on the right 

side of the nave with the other vested servers. 
 

5) During the service fully participate along with the other vested servers. 
 

6) The Gospel Reading: Hold the gospel book or missal during the gospel reading. 



a. When the priest rises during the gospel hymn to retrieve the missal, you should also 
rise, go to the center of the middle aisle, face the altar, and bow. 

b. Then walk to the fourth pew back from the front, stop, stand in the center of the aisle 
facing the front of the church, and wait for the priest to place the missal in your hands. 

c. When the reading is complete, follow the priest until you reach the first row of pews, 
bow toward the altar, and return to your seat with the other vested servers. 
 

7) The Offertory and the Presentation of the Gifts: Receive the gifts of bread and wine as well as 
the offering and present them to the priest. 

a. At the conclusion of The Peace, ascend the chancel steps, bow, and sit on the end of 
the first pew on the right. 

b. After the announcements, rise, move to the center of the chancel, bow toward the 
altar, descent the chancel steps, and wait there to receive the bread and wine. 

c. Present the bread and wine to the priest.  Once he has received them acknowledge him 
with a nod/half bow. 

d. Descend the chancel steps to receive the offering baskets. 
e. Present the offering baskets to the priest. Once he has received them acknowledge him 

with a nod/half bow. 
f. Take two steps backward, bow, and stand at your seat in the first pew on the right. 
 

8) Holy Communion: During the Holy Communion fully participate along with the other vested 
servers. 

a. When the priest calls the congregation to come forward, go and receive the sacrament 
or a blessing with your family. 

b. At the conclusion of Holy Communion return to the chancel, ascend the steps, bow, 
and stand at your seat in the first pew on the right. 

 
9) Recessional: After The Blessing, when the crucifer moves to the center of the chancel, step out 

of your pew and wait.   
a. When the crucifer begins descending the chancel steps, move to the center of the 

chancel facing the rear of the church. 
b. When the crucifer reaches the bottom of the chancel steps follow behind him about 

four paces down the center of the middle aisle. 
c. When the procession reach the rear of the nave, stand beside the credence table facing 

the front of the church until after the Dismissal. 
 

10) Extinguish the Candles: Extinguish the candles on the altar and reredos immediately after the 
Dismissal. 

a. Go to the sacristy using the right side aisle, retrieve the snuffer, and walk from the 
sacristy to the center of the church in front of the chancel. 

b. Ascend the chancel steps and bow. 
c. Extinguish the candles on the altar beginning with the left side and moving to the 

right. 
d. Move around the right side of the altar and extinguish the candles on the reredos, 

beginning with left side and moving to the right. 
e. Move around the right side of the altar to the center of the chancel facing the reredos 

and bow. 
f. Return the candle-lighter to the sacristy. 



g. If the eight side window candles have been lit, use the small snuffer to extinguish 
them.  If you cannot reach them with the small snuffer inform the Sacristan. 

 
11) Hang Up Vestments: Vestments should be properly hung and left on the designated wall hook 

immediately after all candles have been extinguished. 
 
 

Commissioning Prayer 

 

Almighty God, by your divine providence you have inspired your Church to institute various orders of 
service to advance Christ’s ministry of Word and Sacrament, through which you bring the forgiveness of 
sins and the life eternal to sinners such as us.  Mercifully behold these your servants now called to that 
purpose; so fill them with the truth of your doctrine and adorn them with holiness of life, that by word and 
good example they may faithfully serve you.  And that by their service, the order and discipline of your 
Church may be maintained and the Gospel of Christ may be spread to a sinful and dying world, to the 
glory of your great Name and the edification of your holy Church; through the merits of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen 

 


